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him the fact that they had certainly had an oppor-
tunity to snatch up the clock as bearer had shown
them round by the open drawing-room doors on the
north verandah.
Finally, after the examination of the servants, he
smiled at me very blandly, and salaamed and
saluted and took his leave. I suppose he was here
for about twenty-five minutes in all, and I suppose
he must have left the house at about half-past two.
At five o'clock there he was again, bowing
himself up the steps of the drawing-room verandah,
more sub-inspectorish, more oily and more self-
satisfied than ever, clock in hand.
Apparently the little punka-coolie whom we had
to sack last week had stolen it, and had been caught
red-handed by one of the police just as he was trying
to sell it to a pawnbroker in the bazaar this after-
noon at about half-past three.
It was the speed of the thing which frightened
me, making me wonder just how it was done and
whether the poor boy was really guilty or merely a
pawn in some game of which we shall never know
the rules or the purpose. Just think of the size of the
bazaar. C------is a city about twice as big as, say,
Nottingham. The clock must have cost four or five
pounds. Is it probable that the whole police of a
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